
Spring Term Lostwithiel Primary School 
Year 1 

Cherry Tree Class 
‘Who was to blame and who helped in 

The Great Fire of London?  
History Knowledge Organiser 

 

 

      

 

Chronology/Timeline 
 

Prior Learning: 
During Reception, children have learned to: talk about why things happen and how things work, carry out sorting tasks and understand what is old and what is new in terms of toys,  listen to and be told 

stories about events that have happened to them and their families in the past, listened to the story of the gun powder plot, understand who key people are and how they help us they help us (including 

the fire service).  During Forest School Sessions, children have also learned about fire and fire safety.  

Key Historical Vocabulary - history, timeline, memories, old, new, earliest. 

Children understand that events that happened beyond our living memory, over 300 years ago, have 

shaped the world we now live in.  Children understand the concept of the past being different to 

now and can sequence known events in   chronological order.  

General Terms and Cross Curricular Vocabulary 

Fire hook  
large rod with a hooked end. These were used to pull down damaged 

houses or to remove houses to try and stop the fire spreading. Diary  A book keeping record of daily life 

Fire squirt  pump used to suck up water and then squirt it at the fire Insurance To pay to protect yourself (against fire) 

Gunpowder  
a kind of explosive. This was used to blow up houses to try and stop the 

fire spreading from one building to the next. 

Blaze A bright, strong fire burning fiercely 

Fire court  

a special group set up after the fire where judges could make decisions 

about disagreements between building owners and the people who lived 

in them. Many people disagreed about who should pay for the rebuilding 

of properties. 

Thatch A roof built of straw 

Key Historical Concepts – Top 3 Facts Cross Curricular Links  
1. Sir Christopher Wren planned the new city and rebuilding took over 30 years.  

2. The fire lasted 5 days contributed to the elimination of the plague. 

3. It started at a bakery in Pudding Lane as a spark fell from the oven. 

Geography – similarities and differences 

between town and country. 

Linked documents: Class Overview, History Whole School Progression document and Class Medium Term Planning. 
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